
Holmesdaleôs Certificate 
Presentation Evening was a 
very special time for all   
parents and  students      
attending. The ceremony 
was held in order to present 
certificates and special  
prizes to our previous Year 
11 students (many of whom 
are now in our current Year 
12) and last yearôs Year 13 
students.   

Presenting the awards was 
our VIP guest speaker, 
Tracey Crouch, MP for 
Chatham and Aylesford.  
She was very inspirational, 
speaking about her own 
time at school and how she 
did not win any prizes     
herself. She told the        
audience that if she could 
become an MP, all the    

students listening could 
aim that high too.   

Although the evening was 
full of congratulations, 
these special prizes are 
worthy of mention: 

100% Attendance 

PrizeðRebecca Ostridge 

The Brian File Award for 

ArtðEmma Marchant 

The Plummer Shield for 
EffortðConnah         
Simmons (14.5 GCSEs) 

The Collins Award for  
AchievementðVictoria 
Fox (14.5 GCSEs, 5 at 
A*) 

CCCU AwardðSimone 
Morris (most improved 
student at Key Stage 4) 
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Certificate Presentation Evening 5th January  

Left to Right 

Julia Campbell 
School Principal 

Richard Sams      
Chair of  Governors 
for The Malling 
Holmesdale           
Federation 

Tracey Crouch        
MP for Chatham and    
Aylesford 

Mr Hannaway, 
Executive   
Principal of The 
Malling  
Holmesdale 
Federation, 
joined Tracey 
Crouch MP to 
present prizes 



Mr Smout writes: The Technology department is looking 
for a professional person, preferably a parent, to help 
make our dragon come to life. During the recent Year 8 
Focus Day we displayed our 3 metre long dragon for 
which we made eyes that glow when someone passes in 
front of a PIR sensor. We now want to develop this so that 
the dragon has a visibly beating heart using servos. We 
are looking for someone who can carry on with the       
programming of the micro-controller, using an Arduino 
Uno board. If you like the sound of this challenge and are 
able to spare some time, then please contact Mr Smout 

design and a look at an original 
Bailey Bridge from the Second 
World War the students         
designed and made their own 
bridges out of limited materials 
to hold a weight. The winners    
managed to hold 5kg until the 
forces collapsed the bridge. 

Students were then able to visit 
the rest of the museum with Mr 
Palmer whose knowledge of all 
things military and firearms 
made the exhibits come to life. 
More trips are being planned, so 
if you didn't get to go on this one 
watch this space for forthcoming            
opportunities! 

 

Yet again Holmesdale       
invaded the Royal Engineers 
Museum, but this time it was 
all about Bridges and    
Structures. 

Fourteen Year 8 students 
had the opportunity to learn 
and explore the theory of 
bridge design and             
construction. The day       
provided students with the 
opportunity to see at first 
hand what 'Conflict             
Engineering' was all about 
with the expert guidance of 
the Royal Engineers. 

After a brief history and    
theory discussion on bridge 

Royal Engineers Museum ð Sieges!  

STEMñScience, 

Technology,  

Engineering and 

Mathematics 
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Our technology specialism  

If any parents know of an     
engineering firm our students 
can visit, please get in touch 
with Mr Smout at the school.        

Thank you 

Can you help our students 

bring a dragon to life?  

REM ñBridges  

 

This was a trip to learn more about siege weapons.       
In the more than capable hands of Major Palmer and 
Captain Humphrey, fourteen lucky Year 8 students     
visited the Royal Engineers Museum to spend a day 
learning about battlement design, projectiles and siege 
weapons from the early Romans to the current day. A 
good time was had by all! 

  



The next Parent 

Forum is on 

Thursday 9th 

February at 5pm.  

We hope you will be 

able to attend. 
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A message from the Principal  

Mrs Julia Campbell  

Holmesdale ð        
a part of           

your community! 

 

Please turn the 
page to find out 
about the chance 
to learn a new skill 
at Holmesdale ð

absolutely free! 

The end of 2011 was finished off 
nicely with a show for the        
students: Holmesdaleôs Got        
Talent. It never ceases to        
surprise me just how much can 
be achieved in seven weeks and 
this term has been no exception. 

The new year started well.  We 
celebrated last yearôs student 
successes at our prize evening in 
January.  Local MP Tracey 
Crouch was our guest speaker. 
She was very impressed and  
enjoyed the event, so much so 
that she revisited the school for a 
tour into classrooms a couple of 
weeks later. Cllr Crouch also 
chatted with some of our 6th 
Form students about issues 
around university and looking for 
apprenticeships and jobs. 

Year 11 sat their first GCSE    
examination in English this term 
and will be sitting their Maths 
GCSE in March. They have been 
working well to complete their 
BTEC qualifications and step up 
in their GCSE coursework and 
mock exams. Congratulations to 
Nicholas Hardy who achieved an 
A* in his Science module.  A 
good number of students took 
their Maths exam early in        
November and achieved a C 
grade and are now moving well 
into the upper grades.              
Aspirations are high and our 
adult  mentors are supporting the 
individuals well.  As a result of 
improved learning, I believe that 
even more will achieve good 
grades this year and we have 
had record numbers of applicants 
into the 6th Form which     
demonstrates this level of       
engagement with their learning.  
6
th
 Formers have been            

concentrating on the January  
exams and Year 10 have also 
had science modules.  

                                                   

Yet again this year I was bowled 
over by the skills our dancers 
demonstrated at the Boogie 
Nights show held at the Stag 
Theatre, Sevenoaks.  Emily and 
Daisy were truly an inspiration 
for our younger girls, who were 
also showing real talent.  

The focus day this term was  
outstanding with a huge variety 
of high quality extended learning 
opportunities which were        
creative and engaging. At the 
beginning of the day I heard a 
couple of year 8 students     
complaining that they had 
Maths, but what I saw in the 
classroom and how they        
responded to their creative    
project was impressive! The  
other half of Year 8 worked     
tirelessly as a team to develop 
the Dragon Fest and cooked 
themselves a banquet which 
was an amazing feast for any 
hungry knight. 

This term I put a proposal to 

staff and parents about moving 

to Parentsô Evenings by year 

group and cancelling the        

Academic Review Day. This was 

following numerous meetings 

with parents requesting a 

change. Staff and parents were 

consulted. As a result we shall 

be moving to year group       

Parentsô Evenings instead. 

Thank you to those who did   

provide input and feedback. We  

believe this is a better way     

forward and will ensure no     

lesson time is lost over the year 

due to review meetings.    

Please see the separate diary 

item on page 5 of this magazine 

to note the  changes.  



Adult education courses  
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Our community  

Kent Adult Education are pleased to    
announce a new programme of courses 
at their Snodland Centre in February. 
The Holmesdale Centre already offers 
nationally recognised qualifications in 

Nail Technology, Massage and Beauty. 
Now  local residents can enjoy leisure 
courses ranging from counselling and       
complementary therapy to patchwork 
and photography.                                  
To celebrate the launch you can try out a 

Student Council meets with PIPS 

class for free and receive a goody 
bag and discount voucher to use on 
their wide range of courses at the 
Snodland Centre. The free tasters 
are: Creative Writing, Drawing and 
Painting for Beginners, Floral Art 
Beginners and Spanish. You can 
find out more about these tasters by 
calling them now on 0845 606 
5606 or visiting 
www.kentadulteducation.co.uk  

 

Holmesdale students have formed a partnership with the 
local PIPS Group (Parents Improving Play areas in 

Snodlandύ to help tackle the problem of graffiti and      
vandalism as well as look for opportunities to provide  
leisure facilities for local children and young               
people.  Members of the Student Council Community 
Group met on 19th January with Ella Randall, Co Chair 
of PIPS, Councillor Anne Moloney and Luke Chapman to 
look at ways of raising awareness among students and 
supporting the group with some much needed funding.  
Following a series of school assemblies which the      
students will be delivering themselves, they are now 
planning a Family Fun Day on Friday 1st June.  More 
details in the next School Magazine. 

Students and members of PIPS meeting 

in the library at Holmesdale 

FREE taster sessions for everyone!  

MAKE A FLOWER BASKET    GET TO GRIPS  LEARN TO KNIT 

     WITH COMPUTERS 

  

 

 

 

 

éé..TRY CARD MAKING 

Itôs Community Learning Day at Holmesdale on Thursday 22nd March 

from 3.30 to 5.30pm  

Come along and join in the fun!  All materials provided. 

To sign up for any of these great FREE taster sessions, please call 

the school office on 01634 240416 and leave your name and number. 

http://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk
http://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk/
http://www.kent.gov.uk/

