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                                                                                                                                3rd September 2025

Dear Parent/Carer


Re: Year 7 CAT4 Tests

Your Child will be taking a set of tests known as the CAT4 test during the week beginning 8th September. The Cognitive Abilities Test Fourth Edition (CAT4) is a suite of tests developed to support schools in understanding students’ abilities and likely academic potential. They inform the setting of our students and the targets they are given.

CAT4 assesses the ability to reason with and manipulate different types of material. CAT4 comprises four batteries of tests that assess the main types of mental processing that play a substantial role in human thought. Together, these four batteries provide users with a comprehensive understanding of the core abilities related to learning by assessing a student’s capabilities when dealing with each type of processing. The CAT4 tests assess: 


· reasoning with words 
· reasoning with numbers 
· reasoning with shapes and designs 
· thinking with and mentally manipulating precise shapes

We strongly advise against any kind of practice ahead of a CAT4 test as this will alter the reliability of test scores. We do not recommend or endorse any CAT4 practice materials. 

The purpose of CAT4 is that it is not a test of learnt knowledge and it needs to be as unaffected as possible by any external factors, such as practice. Think of it like an eye test; if you practice ahead of an eye test and memorise the card, your diagnosis may not be correct and valuable information may be missed.

Each section of CAT4 includes practice examples, which familiarise the students with the style and format of the questions. These sections are not timed and may be repeated.









Schedule:


Monday 8th

Period 1-3 : 7X1

Tuesday 9th

Period 1-3 : 7X2

Wednesday 10th

Period 1-3 : 7X3

Thursday  11th

Period 1-3 : 7Y1

Friday 12th

Period 1-3 : 7Y2


Kind regards,

Mr Badham 
Assistant Headteacher - Achievement

Mr Sullivan
Raising Standards Leader
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